
Funding for this Summit is provided through the Kansas Overdose Data to Action Program, a cooperative agreement 

between the Kansas Department of Health and Environment and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 

Agenda 
Event Summary 
The Kansas Department of Health and Environment and DCCCA, Inc. are hosting the OD2A Peer to Peer 

Summit to facilitate connection between OD2A stakeholders across the country. Attendees will learn from 

peers and experts in the field on how polysubstance use is impacting communities and current prevention 

initiatives aimed at decreasing the harm associated with polysubstance use. Similar to past years, this 

event will provide educational opportunities through presentations and peer-learning/networking sessions. 

 

Event Details 

• July 11 – 12, 2023 

o Day 1: 8:00 am – 5:00 pm 

o Day 2: 8:00 am – 1:00 pm 

• The Westin Kansas City at Crown Center, 1 East Pershing Road, Kansas City, MO 64108 

 

Tuesday July 11, 8:00 AM – 5:00 PM 

8:00 am Registration Opens 

8:30 am – 8:45 am 

Welcome – Kansas OD2A Successes 

Ann M. Elifrits, MS, LCP, LCAC, SUD/Overdose Prevention Director, 
Kansas Department of Health and Environment, Bureau of Health Promotion 

8:45 am – 9:45 am 

Opioids and Stimulants: Impact on the Body 
Dr. Bertha Madras, PhD, Professor of Psychobiology, 
Department of Psychiatry, Harvard Medical School 

Break 

10:00 am – 11:00 am 

Breakout Session A: 

Overdose (Practice-Based) Data to Action 
Brandon Nesbit, MPH, Branch Chief, State Program Implementation 

Branch, Division of Overdose Prevention, National Centers for Injury 

Prevention and Control 

*Brandon Nesbit will be presenting his session twice to ensure all attendees 

will have the opportunity to discuss OD2A-S 

Breakout Session B: 

Friends of Recovery and the Kansas Oxford Houses 

Leigh Anne Larson, Executive Director, Friends of Recovery 
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Break 

11:15 am – 12:15 pm 

Lived Experience Panel 
Attendees will hear from Kansans with lived experience about their experience 

navigating the treatment system and the work they are doing in their 

communities. 

12:15 pm – 1:45 pm Lunch Break 

1:45 pm – 2:45 pm 

Breakout Session A: 

Overdose (Practice-Based) Data to Action 
Brandon Nesbit, MPH, Branch Chief, State Program Implementation 

Branch, Division of Overdose Prevention, National Centers for Injury 

Prevention and Control 

*Brandon Nesbit will be presenting his session twice to ensure all attendees 

will have the opportunity to discuss OD2A-S 

Breakout Session B: 

Harm Reduction vs Abstinence: They are not Opposite Goals   
Ryan Paul Carruthers, PhD, LMHP, LADC, Chief Clinical Officer/Vice 

President, Centerpointe 

Break 

3:00 pm – 4:30 pm 

Learning Session: Identifying Opportunities 
Participants will be led through a facilitated discussion to complete a trend 

analysis activity to help identify what is beginning to build energy, what is at 

the peak, what is becoming less prevalent, and what patterns are holding us 

back. 

4:30 pm – 5:00 pm 

Kansas Overdose Data and Utilization 
Scott Johnston, MPH, Overdose Data to Action Epidemiologist, Kansas 

Department of Health and Environment, Bureau of Health Promotion 

 

Wednesday July 12, 8:00 AM – 1:00 PM 

8:00 am Registration Opens 

8:15 am – 8:30 am 

Looking to the Future – Kansas OD2A Initiatives 
Ann M. Elifrits, MS, LCP, LCAC, SUD/Overdose Prevention Director, 
Kansas Department of Health and Environment, Bureau of Health Promotion  

8:30 am – 9:30 am 

Building Evidence-Based and Community Tailored 

Communication Campaigns 
Jennifer Reynolds, MPH, Associate Manager, Health Communication 

and Marketing Program, Oak Ridge Associated Universities (ORAU) 

Break 
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9:45 am – 10:45 am 

Breakout Session A: 

Building Blocks: Faith, Prevention, and Recovery 
Monty Burks, PhD, Director of Faith-based Initiatives, Tennessee 

Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services 

Breakout Session B: 

Police, Treatment, and Community Collaborative (PTACC): 

Deflection Best Practices 
Jac Charlier, MPA, Executive Director, TASC Center for Health and Justice 

Kelly Firesheets, PsyD, Executive Director, Police, Treatment and 

Community Collaborative (PTACC) 

Break 

11:00 am – 12:30 pm 

Learning Session:  
Participants will engage in a strategic juncture activity to help identify what is 

imperative right now that requires our attention concerning opioids and 

stimulants. Participants will work collaboratively through a gallery walk with 

their peers. 

12:30 pm – 1:00 pm 

Closing – Empowering Our Communities 
Ann M. Elifrits, MS, LCP, LCAC, SUD/Overdose Prevention Director, 
Kansas Department of Health and Environment, Bureau of Health Promotion 

 


